// 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


May 17, L963 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. BUNDY 

Attached is the Cuba chronology which 
was mentioned at your meeting this 
morning with Messrs. Rostow, Chayes, 
McNaughton, and Yarmolinsky.- 

Copies have been sent to all the meeting** 
participants. 


Gordon Chase 


Chronology of Important Events in 
United States-Cu^a;: delations 

1957 - 1962 

Summary 

The attached chronology Tor the period 1957-1962 records, on the one hand, 
Unltoc States Goverraient attempts to c®t alone with the Castro realise in Cuba, 
and on the other, that regime * si hostility toward the United States and betrayal 
of the Cuban revolution to international communism. 

A3 early as 1957 the United rtatea Government expressed its concern over 
political unrest in Cuba. In 195$ V -'Q suspended anna 3)iipmonts to the Batista 
government, which, in disregard of an agreement with the United States, had 
used then to combat the revolutionary movonont headed by Fidel Castro. When 
the Castro re^iT.© came to power in 1959, the United States looked upon it with 
sympathy, recognized it almost immediately, and welcomed its promises of political 
freedom and social Justice for the Cuban people. We made clear our willingness 
to discuss Cuba's economic needs, Despite our concern at the Cuban regime's 
mounting hostility toward the United States and its (Towing communist tendencies, 
we attempted patiently and consistently from early 1959 until late I960 to 
necctiatc differences with the regime* 

Elements in the Castro movement encased in anti-American activities during 
the revolution against Batista. Soon after it came to power in 1959, the Castro 
government turned mray from its previous promises, permitted communist influence 
to jrew, attacked and persecuted its own supporters in Cuba who expressed oppos- 
ition to comnvnisFi, arbitrarily seized United States properties, and made a scries 
of baseless charges against the United States. It ignored, rejected or imposed 
impossible conditions or. repeated United States overtures to cooperate and neg- 
otiate • In I960 Cuba established close political, economic and military relation- 
ships with tho rino-Soviet bloc, while increasing the pace and vehemence of 
measures and attacks against the United States. We did not take defensive 
measures until the last half of I960, 

The United States terminated relations with the Cuban Government in January 
1961 because of Cuba:: dei..ands which placed crippling limitations on cur ability 
to carr/ out diplomatic and consular functions in Cuba. The adoption by the 
present Cuban government of a totalitarian communist system and its aligiswnt 
with the international communist movement, which were already clear at that 
time have become more complete since then. These developments culminated in 
December 1961, when Castro openly espoused Marxism-Leninism. 


Chronolory of Important Events In 
Unitec £tatcs-Cuban iielations " 

19g7 - 196? 


1957 


July 25 

!2£ 


March 

i lh 

Juno 

22 


September- 
October 


October 20 


U. S. Ambassador >,arl T. Smith, upon presentation of credentials, 
states that the American people are saddoned and concerned over the 
oolitic al unrest which lias led to bloodshed in Cuba. 


U« 


suspends ams deliveries to Cuba. 


Raul Castro, rotel connandcr in northern Orients province, issues^ 
a military order for the detention, effective June 27, of all U.S. 
male citizens for the purpose of "stopping U. 5. military shipments 
to the Batista Government" . Pursuant to this order, start in;; June 36 
Cuban rebels kidnap li3 t T . S. citizens, including 30 sailors and Harines, 
frim the U. £• tlaval Base at Guar.tanamo Bay, Cuba. The last of those 
kidnapped are released July 16. 

Cuban rebels set up a system for levying taxes on both Cuban and 
U. S. enterprises operating in rebel-occupied territory in eastern 
Cuba, and harass several U.S. companies in an attempt to collect 
funds and acquire supplies and equipment. 

Cuban rebels kidnap two Africans employed by the Texas Oil Company, 
and release then three days later. 



January £ 
January 7 


•January 7 



January ° 


President Batista flees Cuba. 

Fidel Castro proclaims provisional government headed by JIanuel Trrutia 
as President « 

President ITrrutia appoints Jose >!iro Cardona as Prime Minister. 

The U. S. recognises the Cuban Government, notinc with satisfaction 
the asmi ranee s given of the Cuban intention to comply with inter- 
national obligations and agreements, and expresses the sincere v.oad 
will of the Government and people of the U. S. towards the new Govern- 
ment and the people of Cuba. 

The Gomunist Party daily Ho£ appears in Habana for the first tine 
since 1953* 

Ernesto Guevara, Commander of La Cabana fortress in Habana, says 
that many members of the Corcrcunist Party lost their lives fighting 
Batista while the Batista government was receiving weapons from 
the U.S. Government, and that the Communists have earned the ri^ht 
to be Just another party in Cuba, 

January 13 
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January 13 By thio date, alnost 200 persona have been "tried" by revolutionary • 

tribunals, round tJiilty and sus3r,arily shot. Py the end of 1959 # the 
count is over 600 • 

January 27 Hinc U. S. companies operating in Cuba have rsade advance payments 

of S2,56O f 0OO on taxes which are not due until March 30* 

February 16 Fidel Castro succeeds Miro Cardona as Prirao Minister. 

March 2 U.S. /.ntoassador Philip W. Bonsai presents credentials. He brings 

cordial greetings and heartfelt good wishes Iron President Eisenhower 
for the happiness, prosperity and progress of Cuba. He states to 
^resident Drrutiax *Ve wish you every success in your announced 
objective of raising the standard of living of your country. I 
shall devote particular attention to all opportunities of increased 
cooperation in the econonic field which nay present their.selves w . 

March U The Cuban Government intervenes the Cuban Telephone Company, the 

first intervention of a U. S. -owned fira. 

March 16 Cuban Ambassador Ernesto Dihico presents credentials. President 

Eisenhower expresses hope and desire for over closer relationship 
between Cuba and the United States. 

March 22 Prinao Minister Castro charges that U. S« authorities were lax in 

keeping track of arms purchases and other activities in the U« S. 
directed against Cuba. U. S.dsnies charge on March 23 • 

April 13 Ambassador Bonsai tells Prime Minister Castro that the U.S. 

considers Castro's forthcoming visit to the U, S. very important, 
and offers to help in any way required. 

April 16 During lunch given by Secretary of State Christian F.erter for Prise 

Minister Castro in Washington, Assistant Secretary of State Roy R# 
Rubottora, Jr«, in conversation with the President of the Cuban 
National Bank* Felipe Pazos, arranges further conversations for the 
following day with Cuban officials ♦ 

April 17 Assistant Secretary hubotton gives Minister of Economy Eegino Boti, 

Minister of Treasury Rufo Lopez Fresquet, and Pazoa Jfriendly welcome 
and invites them to indicate Cuba's needs. He says the &• S. Govern- 
sent desires to be helpful. The Cubans rebuff offer. 

Later the same day Prise Minister C^atro, in a speech to the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors* says he has not coae to the U. S* to 
ask for money* 


May 17 
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May 17 Cuban Government approves agrarian reform lav, providing for 

taking of agricultural properties, payment to be in 20-year 
bonds, at U-l/ 2 ^ interest. 

»4ay 27 Assistant Secretary Rubottom tells Ambassador Dihigo that the 

U. 5>. understands that the Cuban revolution is deep and rwan- 
ingful for the Cuban people, that ita eventual course is a 
matter for their decision, and that we understand the desire 
and need for land reform. 

June 1 Ambassador Bonsai, in informal conversation with Minister of State 

Roberto Agramonte, states that the U. S. supports sound land refora, 
and recognizes Cuba's right to expropriate private property, pro- 
vided just and prompt compensation is made . He states that- it is 
in the interest of both Cuba and the U. S. to work together, to get 
along amicably, and to afford each other a full hearing before 
taking actions materially al'fectinc the other. 

June 11 Commentinc on Cuban agrarian reform law, U. S. expresses sympathy 

for the objectives of agrarian reform; recognizes *iie right of a 
state to take property for public purposes, coupled with an obli- 
gation to pay prompt, adequate and effective compensation: expresses 
concern as to the adequacy of the law's provisions for compensation 
to P. S. citizens whose property may bo expropriated} and expresses 
hope for further exchanges of views. 

June 12 Ambassador Bonsai urges on Prims Minister Castro the importance of 

close relations between Cuba and the U. S. because of the inter- 
related economies and the proximity of the two countries. 

June 20 In Washington, Assistant Secretary Rubottom offers Cuban Minister 

of State Raul Roa full cooperation in returning problems of U.S.- 
Cuban relations to normal, non-public diplomatic channels, as 
advocated by Roa. 

June 22 In Washington, Under Secretary of State C. Douglas Dillon tells 

Minister of State Roa of the sincere desire of the U.S. that Cuba 
grow and prosper, and expresses the hope that the mutually beneficial 
traditional relationship between the U. £• and Cuba continue. 

Jui» 7$ Cuban Government seizes three U. S. -owned cattle ranches in Camaeuey 

province, first such seizures subsequent to the agrarian reform law. 

June 27 Cuban Goveroaerxt seizes U. S. -owned cattle ranch in Oriente province. 

July 1 


July 1 Major Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz resicns as head of the Cuban Air Force, 

charging Communist infiltration of the armed forces and government. 

July 12 Prime Minister Cnstro describes reported appearance of tfajor Diaz 

Lanz before the Senate Internal fecurity ihibcommittoe in executive 
session as an unfriendly act and as U. S. interference in the 
internal affairs of Cuha. 

July 13 President Drrutia, apoearin^ an television, states that communism 

is not really concerned with the welfare of the people, and that 
it constitutes a danger for the C\iban revolution, 

July 1U Major Diaz Lanz testifies publicly before the Senate Internal 

ecurity Subcommittee on communism in Cuba. 

July Hi Acting Minister of f.tate Armando Hart denounces Diaz Lanz appearance 

before Senate Internal Security Dibcaiiittee as blatant intervention 
in Cuban internal affaire. 

July 17 In television appearanco, Fidel Castro resigns as Prime Minister and 

accuses President Urrutia of treason because of July 13 speech. 
Urrutia resigns • 

July 23 Ambassador Bonsai expresses to Minister of State Roa the general 

sympathy of the U. S*. for the objectives of the Cuban revolution and 
our support for agrarian reform programs of a sound nature. States 
that in connection with the Diaz Lanz case, U. S. policy lias been 
correct and faithful to our highest principles, depresses concern 
over the deterioration in Cuba-U. S. relations as a result of anti- 
Aiaerican statements of principal Cuban Government leaders. £*prs3ces 
wish of tU S. Government to coopsrate in any way in obtaining inform- 
ation on various incidents. 

July 26 Fidel Castro announces that he wiH resume position of Prime Minister. 

July 31 On at least 6 occasions d*~*ir*; the month, Cuban Government officials 

seize or place cattle on land owned by U.S. citizens. 

August 1$ Prime Minister Castro charges complicity of U. S. officials in 

pormittins planes participating in counter-revolutionary activities . 
against Cuba to take off from the U. S. 

August 21 Assistant Secretary Rubottcm emphasizes to Ambassador Dihif.o that he 

believes that the U. S. and Cuba urgently need to sit down together 
and talk over various problems to arrive at an understanding. 

August 31 


August 31 On at least 3 occasions during the month, Cuban Government officials 

seize or harvest land owned by U. S. citizens. 

September 2 Deputy Assistant Secretary or State V/illiam ?. Snow, in conversation 
with Ambassador Dihigo, expresses regret at the continuing attacks 
on the U. i>. by Cuban Oovomment officials, concern at the failure 
of the Cuban Government to hear the v±cw3 of U. S. business interests 
before the passage of laws affecting them, and t'-\e hope that tne 
Cuban oovornmont micht arrive at a better understanding of the U •*?• 
position in defense of democracy against the world communist con- 
spiracy. 

f-eptember 3 In first interview sinr.o June 12, Ambassador Bonsai expresses to 
?rine Ministor Castro our general sympathy with the objectives of 
the revolution, concern at anti-Anorican statements nado by Cvban 
officials and at insinuations by Cuban officials that our relations^ 
liave not been straightforward arid correct, at tne treatment received 
by American interests in Cuba, and at the failure of the Cuban 
Government to see the implications of international communism* 

September 10 Assistant r/jcretary ftubottom tells Cuban representative on Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, Enrique : } erea Cisneros, that 
the !7. S. is still disposed to carry out a policy of friendship and 
fairness toward Cuba despite considerable provocation duriny the 
past nine months. 

September 21 Ambassador Dihigo informs .'ssistant r ecretaiy Kubottom that President 
Osvaldo Dorticos and Minister of ?tate Itoa are completely receptive 
to the idea that Cuba and the U. S. begin immediately to discuss 
their problems and endeavor to arrive at mutually acceptable solu- 
tions. He requests that the !J. S. compile a list of the general and 
specific problems now troubling the tt. S. in its relations with Cuba, 
and present the list to the Cuban Government • Eubottom indicates his 
pleasure at this request and says that we will immediately civ con- 
sideration as how best to meet it. 

September 30 On at least 8 occasions durin.-: the month, Cuban Government officials 
seize water system, forest and other lands, and place cattle on land 
owned by t T . S. citizens. 

October 6 Ambassador Bonsai tells Minister of f.tate Roa that the U. S, is 

generally in sympathy with the stated democratic social objectives 
of the Cuban revolution, but also is perplexed and in doubt about 
Cuban attitudes toward the U. S. and the free world. 

October 12 U. S. presents note to Cuban Government reaffirming our understanding 

and sympathy for the goals which the Cuban Government has declared 
to be the purpose of its agrarian reform. 

October 19 Major Huber Matosg a Jtebel Army leader during the revolution, resigns 

as military chief of Camaguey province , charging Communist penetration 
of the goveraoent. Katos is arrested and on December 25 is sentenced . 
to 20 years in prison for conspiracy, sedition and treason. 

October 21 


October 21 Major Diaz Lamz makes an illegal flight from the U. S. over Habana* 
PriJBB Minister Castro charges that the plan© bombed and strafed 
Habana resulting in deaths and injuries « 

October 26 Prime Minister Castro accuses the 0, S, of tolerating air incursions 
against Cuba and of threatening Cuba with economic strangulation/ 

October 26 Cuban Government passes law imposing confiscatory taxes upon the 

Kicaro nickel facility, owned by the U* S. Government, in violation 
of a binding international agreenient* Subsequently the Cuban 
Government intermittently embargoes the export of the product and 
continually harasses the operation by delaying or flailing to approve 
the exportation of the product and the importation of critically 
needed supplies and replacement parts* 

October 27 Referring to October 21 incident, U* S. states that the plane 

distributed leaflets over Habana, that it was impossible for the 
plane to bomb or strafe, that the Cuban police reported no bombing 
or strafing, and that deaths and injuries from the incident must 
have resulted from Cuban anti-aircraft fire or bombs thrown by 
terrorists* Rejects implication that ti.e U. S« approved the flight 
or was in any way responsible • 

October 2? Ambassador Bonsai teHa Cuban President Oovaldo Dorticos and 

Minister of State P-oa that the "U. 5. awaits a resolution by tha 
Cuban Government of the issues involved on a basis of friendship 
and observance of international law which have traditionally 
characterized negotiations between Cuba and the U. S.". Bonsai 
also expresses the hope that normal negotiations will not be 
distorted to obscure the deep sympathy with which the entire U. 5. 
views the efforts of the Cuban people to achieve their social, 
economic and political aspirations* 

October 31 On at least 12 occasions during the month, Cuban Government officials 
seize lands, cattle and equipment, order cattle moved, deny* access 
to pastures, order cutting of timber, open fences and plow up land, 
and place cattle on land owned by IT. S. citizens* 

November 6 Cuban Ministry of State distributes brochure entitled 't!uba Denounces 
Before the World" • Brochure repeats allegations about October 21 
plane incident and charges that the H* S. is providing political 
asylum to Cuban fugitives from justice* 

November 9 U. S. protests November 6 brochure as disregarding facts on plane 
incident. Also states that Cuban Government has never requested 
extradition of alleged fugitives from justice, under extradition 
treaty with U. S* 


November 21* 
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Movember 2k 

November 30 
December h 

December 31 
December 31 


Daniel M. Sraddock, Minister-Counselor of American Embassy, Habana, 
states to Minister of Economy 3oti that although various individual 
matters have been discussed between Cuba and the tf. S., little or 
no progress has been made on them* Braddock says that some American 
companies in Cuba fear that the ultimate intention of the Cuban 
Government is to take them over* 

On at least 9 occasions during the month, Cuban Government officials 
seize land, cattle and equipment and place cattle on land owned by 
U.S. citizens. 

Ambassador Bonsai reviews for Kiniater of economy Boti the principal 
events in U. S .-Cuban relations since October 12, noting the deter- 
ioration that has occurred in the meantime. He refers to the Cuban 
offer of November 13 to continue negotiations on pending questions, 
and asks if Boti is disposed to resume these discussions* Botl 
indicates assent* 

Cuba and Communist China sign trade agreemont under which Cuba is to 
sell Feiping 50,000 tons of sugar. 

On at least 7 occasions during the month, Cuban Government of Ticials 
seize land, equipment, property, remove timber, borrow equipjsent. 
(moot of which is not returned) and use repair shops owned by 0". S. 
citizens. 


U. S. protests seizure of U. S. property in recent weeks by Cuban 
officials in violation of Agrarian *<efons Law. States that without 
court order or any written authorization, lands and buildings have 
been seized and occupied; equipment has been confiscated and 
removed; cattle have been taken; wood has been cut and sold; 
productive pastures have been plowed under without the consent of 
their owners; and fences and boundaries have been arbitrarily 
moved « 

January 21 Prime Minister Castro says that notes from the U. S. State Department 

and statements by U. S. officials encourage counterrevolutionary 
Activities against Cuba and indicate that a policy of hostility 
against Cuba is more evident every cay. He implies that the U. S. 
exploited Cuba for 50 years. 

January 26 President Eisenhower reaffirms the adherence of the U. S. to the 

policy of non-intervention in the domestic affairs of other countries, 
including Cuba; explicitly recognizes the right of the Cuban Govern-. 
ment and people to undertake social, economic and political reforms 
which, with due regard for their obligations under international law, 
they may think desirable; and expresses the sympathy of the American 
people for the aspirations of the Cuban people. 

January 27 Answering ^resident Eisenhower 1 s statement of January 26, President 

Dorticos states that the Cuban Government is fully disposed to 

discuss differences between Cuba and the U.S. through diplomatic 

negotiations , and will hear and consider complaints and claims 

regarding individual cases raised by JJ. S. citizens, in accordance 

with Cuban and international law. T „ 

January 31 



-8- 


January 31 On at least 11 occasions during tho month, Cuban Government 

officials ooize a marine dredge, land, stores, cattle and 
horses, and brand cattle owned by U. S. citizens. 

\ February U Soviet First deputy Premier Anastas I. »\ikoyan arrives to open 
a Soviet exhibition. 

February U Charge d'Affaires fJraddock ctateo to Minister of State iioa that 
tho U. S. io disposed to take I*rosident Dorticos 1 statement at 
face value and is prepared to return to diplomatic norms. I»raddock 
mentions the desirability of loading officials or both Cuba and the 
U. S. working within the traditional spirit of U. P.. -Cuban friend- 
ship, maintaining an atmosphere free of public recriminations, and 
observing standards of international and domestic laws applicable 
to each other's nationals* 

February 10 U.S. states that it considers the January 27 otatenjent of President 
Dorticos consistent with a desire for a return to normal diplomatic 
channels and welcomes the readiness of tho Cuban Government to 
negotiate pending problems. 

\ February 13 Prime Minister Castro a:.d Teputy Premier Kikoyan sign Joint Soviet- 
Cuban communique describing their conversations a3 "carried out in 
an atnosphore of frank cordiality". 

\ 

February 13 Cuba and Soviet Union ai^n trade and economic aid acreeoents. Soviet 
Union to buy 1 million tons of Cuban su^ar in each of ensuing 5 years. 
Soviet Union extends $100 million credit for purchase of equipment* 

February 15 Replying to U. S. protest of January 11, Cuban Government states 

that no property has been confiscated under the agrarian reform law; 
that where agrarian reform officials have occupied property, steps 
are being taken for their fair appraisal j and that if the U. S. 
considers that Cuban laws have been violated, C. S. nationals have 
the right to appeal through appropriate channels. 

February 15 Commerce Minister Cepero Bonilla states that the C. S. pays a 
premium price for sucar in order to bolster "inefficient and 
expe naive" domestic su : ;ar producers who cannot compete with 
"efficient and cheap producers such as Cuba". 

February 20 Cuba signs trade and payments agreement with East Germany. 

February 22 Cuban Government announces that it has decided to name a commission 
to begin negotiations in Washington, under the condition that the 
legislative and executive branches of the U.S. Government will 
adopt no measure considered prejudicial to the Cuban economy and 
people while the negotiations are in progress. 

February 2h 
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/ebruary 2u 
February 29 

March 2 

March U 
March 7 
March 9 

Karen 1$ 


Karch 20 
March 20 


\. 


Armed Forcos Kinister Raul Castro blames the U.S. for exploitation 
o. Cuba since t)io beginning ox* the century. 

I'. ?. toll3 Cuban Government that it wishes to seek a solution of 
outstanding problems through negotiations, but cannot accept the „ 
condition proposed by the Cuban Government that no measure of a 
urdlateral character be adopted by the legislative or executive 
branch of the U. 5. Government, and wishes to explore the subjects 
to be discussed bo fore initiating negotiations . 

National Hank President Ernesto Guevara states that the 3 million 
tons of surar which Cuba sells annually to the U.S. "at supposedly 
preferential nricos'* have meant and mean slavery for the people of 
Cuba. 

French Munitions ship la Coubre explodes ih Habana harbor. On 
March 5 Prime Minister Castro identifies the U. S. as the respons- 
ible agent of the explosion. 

The U. S. categorically and emphatically denies the charge by 
^xlme Minister Castro Implying involvement of the U.S. Government 
in the Ia Coubre disaster. 

Secretary of State Herter states at press conference that "we have 
been hopeful throughout that the atmosphere of our relationship 
with Cuba would allow U3 to settle through diplomatic means such 
differences as wo may have with Cuba". 

U. S. expresses shock and dismay at .^riise Minister Castro's attri-^. *'• 
buting responsibility for La Coubre disaster to U. S.j rejects f" 
Castro 1 s suggestion that the l l . S. wants to keep Cuba defenseless 
in order to oppress Cuba; states that it is prepared to discuss 
various other matters, on which Castro has been critical of the 
U.S. through normal channels of communication; and continues to 
hope that the (7. S. and Cuba can settle their differences through . 
diplomatic moans. 


national Dank ^resident Guevara states "Our war.. 
groat power of the north". 


,1s against the 


Plane from the U. S. leaves Fort Lauderdale, and is damaged by 
Cuban gunfire as it land3 on a highway in Cuba the next day. 
U. S. '.Irand Jury later indicts William J. Shergalis, a U. £. 
citizen, and Hector Garcia Soto, both oC whom arranged for the 
flight, for acting as agents of tJie Cuban Government without 
filing the registration statement required by lav. 


[arch 31 Cuba signs trade and payments agreement with Poland. 


April 11 
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AprH 11 U.S. asks Cuban uovemnent if the March 2 views of National Bank 

President Guovara on s-ur.ar represent th« official Cuban position. 
>:o reply ever received from Cubaj: Government. 

April 1$ Prime I'.inister Castro atatc3 that the U. S. Government takes 

advantage of ever;/ opportunity to create confusion with respect 
to t : • I>. -Cuban relations * He states that trie t' • 5. Government 
seems to have adopted t):e policy used in the past to encourage 
fascism* 

April 1° Tlo first shipment of Soviet crude oil arrives in Cuba on the 


May 6 Cuban Coast Guard patrol vessel fires without warning upon V, ?.. 

submarine Sea Poacher on the hirh seas 11 miles from the Cuban 
coast, 

\ May 8 Cuba and the Soviet Union establish diplomatic relations • 

Kay 13 Time rtinister Castro, referring to Sea Poacher incident of Kay 6, 

states that the Cuban Coast Guard cutter Oriente sifted a C. S. 
submarine £ relies off the Cuban Coast. In the same speech Castro 
states that 3 miles is the Unit of Cuban territorial waters. 

Kay Hi U.S. expresses astonishment and protest to Cuban Government over 

Sea Poacher incident and requests explanation. On June 11 Prime 
Minister Castro say3 that no explanation will be given. 

^ May 16 Cuba and Czechoslovakia establish diplomatic relations. 

\Kay 17 National Hank of Cuba informs U.S. oil companies in Cuba that 

each of them will be required to purchase 300,000 tons of Russian 
petroleum during the balance of I960. 

May 17 Minister-Counselor Braddock reminds Cuban Under Secretary of State 

Furnande2 rent that Minister of State Koa told Ambassador Bonsai 
that ftoa would be soon setting in touch with Bonsai to resume 
discussions on the possibility of neeotiations on pending problems. 

June h U. S. reviews the record of the Cuban Governments campaign of 

slander against the U. S., and the efforts of th.e U. S. to maintain 
its traditionally friendly relations with the people of Cuba. The 
record includes Cuban confiscation and expropriation of U. S. 
property, failure of the Cuban Government to compensate U. T. 
property owners, payments due to American exporters, Cuban attacks 
on V# S. sugar premium, air incursions, and the \& Coubre and 
Sea ^oacher incidents • 

June 7 


June 7 U. S. objects to "fallacious'* and "offensive" Cuban Government 

pamphlot containing thinly* veiled charges implying V, m S. Covernnent 
involvecicnt in La Coubre disaster. 

June 8 Antonio Kunez Jimenez, Director of the Agrarian Reform Institute, 

says in Moscow that of all the Latin American countries, Cuba is 
"the Soviet Unions r.reate3t and most loyal friend". 

June 9 Prino Minister Castro, referring to the t r . S^says that powerful 

interests wnich v:anted to destroy the revolution provoked the 1a " 
Coubre incident. He calls this type of disaster "criminally 
conceived and executed" • 

June 10 Cuban Government seizes U f J. £ •-owned hotels in ITabana. 

- June 10 Cuba si;,-ns iUve-year trade and paynent agreement with Czechoslovakia. 

June 10 Prise Minister Castro states that U.S. officials participated in 

a plot to mo\mt an invasion attempt in Cuba against Nicaragua under 
the leadership of a Kicaracuan exile, for the purpose of embarrassing 
the Cuban Government. U. S. states allegations are false. 

Juno 10 Cuban Minister of ftate Roa says in Montevideo that Cuba decided 

*to break the structure of its commercial relations with the U. 5. n . 

June 15 Cuba and Poland establish diplomatic relations. 

Jkna 18 Joint Cuban-Soviet comrainique in Moscow notes the fruitful develop- 

ment of trade, economic and cultural ties between the Soviet fnion 
and Cuba. 

June 18 Agrarian Reform Director Nunez Jimenez states The Communist Party 

of Cuba is.. .the Party whose members are receiving ths benefits of 
the revolution". 

June 27 U. S. explains the unusual preca: tions it has taken against illegal 

air incursions from 0. S„ territory affecting Cuba. States that tha 
Cuban Govemiaent has shown no recognition of ttese efforts, has 
continued to picture the C. 5. as permitting and encoura^inc these 
incursions, and has rever provided the U. S. with data which would 
aid in investigating the incursions. 

June 27 U.S. submits memorandum to the Inter-American Peace Committee on 

provocative actions of the Cuban Government. .Memorandum mentions 
]jv Coubre incident, Sea Poacher incident, air incursions, and false 
Cuban allegations of U. 5. complicity in plot to invade Nicaragua. 

Juns 29 Cuban Government seizes Texaco and Esso refineries, on grounds that 

they had violated Cuban law in refusing to refine Soviet crude oil. 
As of this date, the oil companies had voluntarily financed over ' 
5$0 million worth of crude oil imports for which the Cuban Govern- 
xaent had refused to release dollars. 

July 3 
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^July 3 Agrarian Reform Director ifoHez Jiricnes states in "ast Berlin that 

Cuba desires relations not only with the Soviet Union but 'with all 
Socialist countries* 

July 3 U. 5. Congress £ives "^resident authority to reduce import quota on 

Cuban su;.:ar. 

July 3 Jose Miro Cardona, ivr-bassador-dcslnate to the ' T . S., resigns, 

stating that 'the ideological differences between the plans of 
the sovernnent...and ny conscience were impossible to resolve". 
He takes asylum in the Argentine hm^assy. 

July 5 *•• S. protests seizure of t*. S •-owned oil refineries as arbitrary, 

inequitable and contrary' to Cuban law, and expresses the hope that 
the Cuban Government will rescind these actions. 

July 6 Cuban Government pasnos "Nationalization Law", authorising national- 

ization of U. S .-owned property through expropriation. Authorizes 
payment to bo made from fund to be? derived from receipts fron annual 
jxirc';:ases o£ Cuban sugar over 3 million tons, at orice of at least 
5.75 cents a pound. ?ayment to be in 30-year bonds at ?S. interest. 

July 6 f^resiclent Eisenhower /with the rcost renuino ro^rct", orders a cut 

of 700,000 tons in Cuba 1 s 196) su^ar quota, on nrounds that Cuban 
cormitments to pay for Soviet goods with Cuban su^ar have raised 
serious doubts as to whether the ". f . can depend on Cuba as a 
source of surrar. 

July 7 ?rir.e Minister Castro says that tlia fr . S. acted in a "frenzy oC 

impotence and ha trod... in a fit of ra^e" in cutting the sup;ar quota, 
but defies the If. 3. and says that his revolution will triumph. 

-July 9 Soviet Premier Khrushchev states that the VCZR is "...raising its 

voice and extending a helpful hand to the people of Cuba...Speakinc 
figuratively, in case of necessity, Soviet artillerymen can support 
the Cuban people with rocket fire..." 

July ° President Eisenhower says that Khrushchev 1 s statement underscores 

the close tio3 that have developed between the Soviet and Cuban 
Governments. 

July 10 ?rime Minister Castro devotes an errtiro speech to expressinn satis- 

faction at the support offered Cuba by the Soviet Union and to 
attaching what he describes as the aggressive policies of the ? '. S. 

, July 10 National BorJc President Guevara states that Cuba is defended by 

the- Soviet Union, "the greatest military power in history". 

July 10 
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July 10 President Dorticoa hails "the message of solidarity spoken by 

the •''rime Hinister of the fovict Union and cominr to us in our 
moot difficult hour", 

July 16 W o. protests Kationaliisation Law of July 6 as discriminatory, 

arbitrary and confiscatory. 

July 21 Cuban press reports Arirc-d forces .'Sinister 1-laul Castro stating in 

Moficcw that Cuba "is eratcful for political aiid moral support from 
the Co vict Union". 

July 23 Cuba signs a five-year trade arxi payment agreements with Communist 

China, calling for Chinese Communist purciiase of £00, GOG tons of 
Cuban sur;ar in each of the next five years. 

July 30 national Hank President Guevara states that the IESSH, Conrainist 

China, and other socialist countries are Cuba's friends* 

August 1 U.S. submits document to the Inter-American 1'eace Committee 

entitled "Responsibility of Cuban Government for Increased 
International Tensions in the Hemisphere". Document deals 
principally with the relations between Cuba and the Sino-Soviet 
bloc, s.nd the emergence of a dictatorial pattern of political 
control in Cuba. Bocumert states that the Cuban Government has 
taken discriminatory actions against the property of !•• S. citizens 
in Cuba valued at over $850 million, and that no effort has been 
made by the Cuban Government to assure thea anything approaching 
adequate compensation* 

August 6 Under authority of the Nationalization Law, Cuba nationalises 

through forced expropriation the properties of 26 companies wholly 
or partially owned by U. S. citizens. The IT. S. protests this 
action on August 8. 

August 6 Armed forces Minister Haul Castro says Cuba is grateful for Soviet 

support, and that U. S. aid always has strings attached , while aid 
from the Soviet Union is disinterested* 

August 7 Prime Minister Castro justifies the confiscation of the investments 

of Dm S. citizens in Cuba by accusing the IK S. of "economic aggres- 
sion" in reducing Cuba's sugar quota. 

August 10 U.S. issues 23-page document containing evidence of the aggressive 

intent of the Cuban Government in its discriminatory trade and fin- 
ancial policies, and it3 confiscation of the property of U. S. 
citizens* Estimates the value of confiscated U* S. property at 
about £1 billion. States that the backlog of payments due to U. S. 
exporter*.- because of the failure of Cuban authorities to make the 
necessary foreign exchange available is over 5100 million. States 
that about one-half of U. S» investments had been seized before any 
change was made in the Cuban sugar quota • 


Document 
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August 13 
August 16 


August 29 

August 29 
September 2 


Document states that property seized under Nationalisation Lav of 
July 6 covers only the most recent cases of the arbitrary taking 
of such property without prompt, adequate and effective compens- 
ation. In prior cacr Jtartin;; in June 1SS9$ ti:o Cuban Govern- 
ment has shown little .~;o consideration for the rights guaran- 
teed property owners under the laws of Cuba. It hoe seized and 
occupied lands and buildings of r . S . citizens , confiscated and 
renoved equipment, confiscated and removed cattle from the past- 
ures of owners, seized timbcrland resources, plowed under productive 
pastures without the consent of owners, and arbitrarily moved fences 
and boundaries. In many cases <ao inventory was taken at the tire 
of seizure nor receipt provided, nor indication given that any pay- 
ment would be made. The value of American owned property affected 
by such acts is estimated at r.y^O million. 

Commerce Hinister Cepero 3onilla declares that for the cominr y^ar 
"it would be naich more advantageous to Cuba if the n. S, did not 
buy a single crain o£ sufjar". 

Cuban press reports on message from Prime Minister Castro to 
Premier Khrushchev, expressing thanks "for the support of the 
Soviet people, which is irrefutable proof that the peoples 
fighting for their independence are not alone in their struggle "• 


August ?U Prime Minster Castro cr-arges the U. 3. wit!» supporting counter- 

revolutionaries and states that Cuba will be friends with the 
Soviets and the Chinese People's P.epublic. 


September 12 


The Foreign Ministers of the American hepublics, meeting at San 
Jose, Costa Rica, approve Declaration of San Jose, stating that 
the acceptance by an American state of extracontinental inter- 
vention endangers American solidarity and security. They also 
create an ad hoc good offices committee to help settle contro- 
versies between governments in the Americas. 

Prime Minister Castro repeats charges of !•• S. aggression against 
Cuba and says he will not renounce Soviet support. 

In reply to the Declaration of San Jose, Prime Minister Castro 
presents "Declaration of Ilabana", which bitterly attacks the 
U.S. and the OAS, denounces.' U.S. intervention in Latin America, 
accepts offer of assistance from the Soviet Union, and denies that 
the Soviet Union or Communist China have interventionist intentions 
in the Western Hemisphere • States Cuba will establish relations 
with the Chinese People 1 a Republic. 

U.S. offers to present its charges for examination by the good 
offices camoittca created August 29, and express the hope that 
the Cuban Government will cooperate. 

feptember 15 
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v September l£ Cuba and Hungary sign trade and payments agreements. 

September 17 Under authority of the Nationalization Law, Cuba nationalizes 3 
U. S. -owned banlai through forced expropriation. U. S. protests 
on September 29* - • 

\ September 18 National Bank President Guevara accuses the U. S. of aggression 

and genocide* Says that Cuba has received eras from Czechoslovakia 
and is expecting many more from any power that will sell then* 

September 23 Cuba and North Korea establish diplomatic relations* 

September 26 Prime Minister Castro msJcss series of untrue and distorted alleg- 
ations against the U « S . at the UN General Assembly * 

v September 30 Communist Chinese Prime Minister Chou En-lai states that "in the 

event of necessity the Chinese Government and people will jive all 
ponsijDle support and aid to the Cuban people. .."• 

October 7 Cuba and Bulgaria sign trade and payments agreements. 

October 12 U. S. submits document to the ON Secretary General entitled "Facts 

Concerning Relations Between Cuba and the U. S.% replying to 
Prime Minister Castro's allegations of September 26. 

October 13 Unidentified men raid the Cuban Consulate General in Klami. Cuban 

Government states that the attack was permitted with the "suspicious 
indifference" and the "manifest collusion of the American author- 
ities" and that the identities of tttose responsible are known to 
the authorities. 

October 19 U. S. prohibits exports to Cuba e:c3pt for non-subsidised foodstuffs, 

medicines and ssdical supplies, to defend the legitimate economic 
interests of the people of the U. S. against the discriminatory, 
aggressive and injurious economic policies of the Castro regime* 

October 2U Under authority of the Nationalization Law, Cuba nationalizes through 

forced expropriation 166 properties wholly or pactially owned by 
U. S. citizens. U. S. protests on November 19* 

October 26 Cubs and Rumania establish diplomatic relations and sign trade and 
technical assistance agreements. 

October 27 U.S. rejects "emphatically and categorically* the Cuban protest of 

October 13 ♦ States that the U. S. does not condone the violation 
of its laws by anyone, that it makes every effort to prevent such 
violations , that an investigation into the incident is continuing 
and that the U. S. has told the Kiami police of the need for special 
police protection for the Consulate General. 

October 28 
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October 28 

Xovomber 1U 

November 18 

December 2 
December 9 
December 11 


December 15 

Doceraber 16 

December 17 

December 19 

1961 

January 2 


January 2 
January 3 


U.S. reiterates September 12 offer to cooperate with ::ood offices 
committee and expresses hope that coiTmittee will carry out its 
mis .-ion promptly. 

Cuban Government rejects the U. C. statements of October 27 as 
'Ynencaciov.s and dotrixsental" and refers to ar. "alliance" between • 
the executioners of tlxj Cuban people and tho II • £3. Government. 

U. S. states that at lea3t 12 .Soviot ships have delivered arms 
and ammunition to Cuba since July i960 and that iJoviot bloc arns 
provided to Cuba amount to at least 23,000 tons. 

Cuba and North Vietnam establish diplomatic relations, 

Cuba and Outer Mongolia establish diplomatic relations, 

National Bank President Guevara expresses wholehearted support 
for the December 6. statement of the Congress of ol Communist 
Parties which met in Moscow, and states that Cuba "should follow 
the example of peaceful covelopcnont set by the Soviet Union", 

Cuba and Albania establish diplomatic relations. 

President Eisenhower fixes tho Cuban suf;ar quota at zero for the 
first quarter of 1961. 

Cuba arid Hungary establish diplomatic relations. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union sign joint communique through which Cuba 
openly aliens itself with the domestic and foreirn policies of the 
Soviet Union and indicates its solidarity with tho Sino-Toviet bloc. 


Cuba holds military parade. Many Soviet and' Bloc arms displayed, 
including tanks, assault .vns and field guns. Prime Minister Castro 
says this represents only a H 3mall part" of t'ie arms which Cuba has 
received from the Bloc* 


Prime Minister Castro demands that the U, 
reduced to H officials within h?> hours. 


S. Embassy in Habana be 


U. S. terminates diplomatic and consular relations with Cuba in 
view of Castro's demand of January 2, which placed crippling 
limitations on the ability of the U. S. to carry out normal dip- 
lomatic and consular functions. Cuba turns over its diplomatic 
and consular affairs to the Er&.as3y of Czechoslovakia in V-ashixwrton. 


February 23 
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rebruary 23 Armed forces Hinister Haul Castro declares that tlic Chinese 
People's Republic has cent Cuba hundreds of machine £uns« 

March 32. President Kennedy fixes the Cuban sugar quota at zero for 1961. 

April 3 U.S. issues "Cuba" pamphlet, oxprescin/; determination to support 

£\r. .^o democratic governments in Cuba to help the Cuban peopla 
achieve freedom, democracy, and social justice, and calling on 
the Castro regime to seyer its links with the international 
Cominunist movement • 

April 3 Department states in "Cuba" pamphlet that since mid-1960 raore 

than 30,000 tons of arm3, with ar. estimated value of $50 million, 
have arrived in Cuba iron "beyond the Iron Curtain" j that the 
Cuban arced forces are dependent on the Soviet bloc for the main- 
tenance of their armed power j that Soviet and Czech military 
advisers and technicians have ace- 'rapanied the flow of armsf that 
Cubans have gone to Czechoslovakia arad the Soviet Union for train- 
ins as Jot pilots, ground maintenance crews, and artillerymcnj 
and that Cuba has, except for the U. C, the largest ground forces 
in the hemisphere, at leest ten times as large as those maintained 
by previous Cuban Governments, including that of Batista. 

April 16 Prime Minister Castro describes his regime as socialist© 

April 17-19 Cuban patriots fail in attempt to redeem the independence of their 
homeland* ^ 

April 20 President Kennedy states that any unilateral American intervention 

would have been contrary to our traditions and to our international 
obligations 9 but that we do not intend to Abandon Cuba* 

April 21 Cuba votes with the Soviet bloc on almost ever/ major international 

issue during the 15 th General Assembly of the United Nations, which 
ran from September 20 to December 20, I960 and Karen 7 to April 21, 
1S6U 

April 30 Minister of Industries Ernesto Guevara declares that the Castro 

movement was "the first socialist revolution in Latin America" • 

Kay 1 Priu» Minister Castro speaks of "our Socialist Revolution 11 and 

says that a new "socialist constitution * will be. prepared for Cuba. 

July 26 Prime Minister Castro announces formation of Integrated Revolutionary 

Organizations (ORI) as tho precursor of the United Party of the 
Socialist Revolution, to be the only party in Cuba. 

September 20 Soviet-Cuban ccsramanique proclaims "identity of positions of the 

• Soviet Union and Cuba on all the international questions that were 
discussed 11 • 


October 2 
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Ootobor 2 Giinese-Cuban communique proclaims complete agreement between tha 

Cuban and Chinese CorKunist regimes on "the current international 
situation and the question of further developing friendship and 
cooperation" • 

December 2 Prime Minister Castro states: "I believe cbsolntely in Marxism. •• % 

I cm a Karxist-Lsrdniat and will be a Karxist-Leninist until ths 
last day of my life". He admits that he hid his true political 
ideology during his revolutionary struggle because he felt that 
"•••if we, when we began to have strength, had been known as 
people of very radical ideas, unquestionably all the social classes 
that are making war on us would have been doing so from that tins 
on...". 


December 6 

December 20 

1962 
January 12* 

January 31 


U. S* submits document to the Inter-American Peace Committee 
entitled °Ths Castro Regime in Cuba", containing information on 
Cuba»s ties with tlie Sino-Eoviet bloc and her threat to independent 
governaents in tho Western Hemisphere. 

Cuba votes with Soviet bloc on 33 out of J7 major issues in 16th 
Session of UN General Assembly. 


The Inter-Amarican Peace Committee reports that Cuba* s connections 
with the Sino-Sovict bloc are inconpatible with inter-American 
treaties, principles and standards. 

The Foreign Ministers of the American Republics, meeting at Punta 
dbl Este, declare that as a consequence of its public alignment 
with the international communist movement, the present Marxist- 
Leninist goverraent of Cuba is excluded from participation in the 
inter-American system. 

March 27 U.S. states that Sino-Soviet bloc has famished about MOO million 

worth of military equipment and technical services to Cuba and that 
several hundred Cuban military personnel have received training, 
including pilot training, in the Blca. Arms include 5-75 HIO jet 
fighters j 150-250 tanks j 50-100 assault gunsj 500-1000 field 
artillery | 500-1000 anti-aircraft artillery; 500 mortars \ 
200,000 small arms; and some patrol vessels and torpedo boats* 
Ho evidence of missiles, missile cases, or bashers. 


June IS, 1962 


Continuation of Chronology of Important 
Events in United States -Cuban Relations 


1962 


April 8 Cuban patriots who were taken prisoner in April 1961 
attempt to redeem the independence of their homeland 
are sentenced by Cuban revolutionary tribunal to 30 
years in prison, subject to release upon payment of 
indemnities totaling more than $62 million. 

July 31 Late in the month large quantities of new Soviet arms 

and technical military personnel begin arriving in Cuba,, 
and continue at least into September, These arms include 
surfact- to-air missiles with a range of 25 miles, coastal 
defense missile installations effective to a range of 30- 
35 miles, a limited number of modern jet interceptors 
(MIG-21) possibly equipped with air-to-air missiles, and 
several "Komar" class guided missile patrol boats which 
carry two short range missiles (ll-17*miles) . The new ship- 
ments also include types of weapons previously delivered 
to Cuba such as tanks, self-propelled guns and other . 
ground force equipment. About 4200 Soviet military 
specialists and technicians have arrived in connection 
with the shipments. 

Sept, 1 Soviet-Cuban communique states that at Cuban Government 
request, the Soviet Union has agreed to furnish arms to 
Cuba and to send technical specialists to train Cuban 
military personnel, 

Sept. 4 President Kennedy, referring to the Soviet arms and 
military personnel which began arriving in Cuba in 
July, states that there is no evidence of any organized 
' combat force in Cuba from any Soviet bloc country; of 
military bases provided to Russia; of a violation of 
the 1934 treaty relating to Guantanamo; of the presence 
of offensive ground-to-ground missiles; or of other 
significant offensive capability either in Cuban hands 
or under Soviet direction and guidance. The President 
further states that the Castro regime will not be 
allowed to export its aggressive purposes by force or 
the threat of force and that it will be prevented by 

whatever 


whatever means may be necessary from taking action 
against any part of the Western Hemisphere. 

Sept. 11 In a statement by TASS, the Soviet Government asserts 
that it is providing military assistance of a defen- 
sive character to Cuba because of the allegedly- in- 
creasing danger of attack by U.S. armed forces, and 
states that such an attack "would be the beginning of 
the unleashing of war." 

Sept. 13 President Kennedy states that if at any time the 

Communist build-up in Cuba were to endanger or inter- 
fere with our security in any way, including our base 
at Guantanamo, our passage to the Panama Canal, our 
missile and space activities at Cape Canaveral, or 
the lives of American citizens in this country, or if 
Cuba should ever attempt to export its aggressive 
purposes by force or the threat of force against any 
nation in this hemisphere, or become an offensive 
military base of significant capacity for the Soviet 
Union, then this country will do. whatever must be done 
to protect its own security and that of its allies. 

Sept. 25 Castro announces that an agreement has been reached 

for Soviet-Cuban joint construction of a fishing port 
in Cuba. 


■ '/ 


' / Continuation of Chronology of Important 

Events in United States -Cuban Relations 


Congress approves resolution backing President on necessary 
Cuban action. 

President Kennedy signed resolution. 

U.S. notes first definite evidence of presence of Soviet 
offensive missiles in Cuba. 

President Kennedy announces imposition of quarantine on importa- 
tion of offensive weapons into Cuba. 

Quarantine on importation of offensive weapons into Cuba takes 
effect. 


